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The reader should take note that this published report reflects a number of
changes made to correct and update an unedited prepublication version of this
report. Some values, particularly in Chapter 15, have been revised or deleted
based on the availability of new information or to correct errors in calculation.
These changes were examined by four independent reviewers and have been
approved by the authoring committee and the institution. This final published
version of the report therefore supersedes the data contained in the
prepublication.

TABLE 15-2 Daily Metabolizable Energy Requirements for Growth of Puppies After
Weaninga,b

ME (kcal) = maintenance amount × 3.2 × [e(–0.87p) – 0.1]
ME (kcal) = 130 × BWa

0.75 × 3.2 × [e(–0.87p) – 0.1]
Where:

p = BWa /BWm
BWa = actual body weight at time of evaluation (kg)
BWm = expected mature body weight (kg)
e = base of natural log ≈ 2.718

Example:
Labrador puppy 16 weeks of age, 17 kg actual body weight, expected mature weight
35 kg ME (kcal) = 130 × 170.75 × 3.2 × [e(–0.87 × 17/35) – 0.1] = 1,934 kcal

aThis table refers to puppies after weaning. Newborn puppies need about 25 kcal per 100 g BW
(Kienzle et al., 1985).
bMaintenance energy requirements of inactive puppies such as pet puppies without opportunity
and/or stimulus to exercise may be lower by 10 to 20 percent, and maintenance energy
requirements of very active puppies, such as Great Danes in kennels, may be higher.

TABLE 15-3 Nutrient Requirements for Growth of Puppies After Weaning
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aThe values for Amt/kg DM have been calculated assuming a dietary energy density of 4,000
kcal ME/kg. (The term ≡ signifies equivalence.) If the energy density of the diet is not 4,000
kcal ME/kg, then to calculate the Amt/kg DM for each nutrient, multiply the value for the
nutrient in the column labeled Amt/kg DM by the energy density of the pet food (in kcal
ME/kg) and divide by 4,000.
bTo calculate the amount to feed of each nutrient, multiply the value for Amt/1,000 kcal ME for
each nutrient by the energy requirement for the puppy in kcal (calculated from Table 15-2) and
divide by 1,000.
cThe values for Amt/BW0.75 apply only to 5.5-kg puppies of expected mature body weight of
35 kg. To calculate the amount of a nutrient for puppies of different current or expected mature


